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A $500 million vision is taking shape *

Merrill will not

run for reelection
Secretary of State Denise Merrill,
who has been at the forefront

of expanding voting access, ]
declared Wednesday that she will
not run for reelection, creating
a rare opening at the upper

echelon of Connecticut politics.
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Here’s how a plan to build new neighborhood 5 g e N ook e

around The Bushnell could come together _ S e e O REHR o
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By Kenneth R. Gosselin nell South would connect Bushnell
Hartford Courant Park and the center of downtown
Hartford to the north with the
HARTFORD — A $500 million hospital district, Park Street and
vision for shaping a new Hartford ~ Colt Park to the south.
neighborhood from the barren «1t could be the linchpin of an
landscape around The Bushnell exciting arts and entertainment s .
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The master plan for “Bushnell man. T e et
South” — outlined at a cominu- Last fall, The Bushnell joined
nity meeting at The Bushnell — with the Capital Region Devel-
includes 1,200 residential units opment Authority and Spinna-
— both r,entl?d ahg:ldowne,d —  ker Reallf.state Pa;tf*mers of South
restaurants, shops and entertain- Norwalk to pay for a plan for -y R F SRR | el kit
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of parking lots into a neighbor- A rendering of what Hartford’s Bushnell South could look like a decade mH .
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from Page 7

Patrlcelh Who spoke
before the meeting Wednes-
day night at the Bushnell,
said the city used to have
more clubs and entertain-
ment options, and the devel-
opment could fill the gap.

“We think Capitol Avenue
— with a lot of residen-
tial, certainly, as the lead
momentum of the devel-
opment — this could be a
terrific neighborhood to l1ve

in,” Patricellisaid.

The Bushnell, which now
anchors the area, sought a
role in how the 9l-year old
cultural institution would
fit into the redevelopment
and how it might invest and
earn income from future
arts endeavors in the area.

CRDA has helped
publicly finance more than
2,000 new apartments in
and around downtown since
2013. Spinnaker Real Estate
Partners of South Norwalk
has purchased key proper-
ties in the area and has an
option on another. Spin-
naker intends to become a
major future development
force in Bushnell South :

Inaddition, the city, which
has been collaboratmg' on
the project, sees not only
the opportunity to build a
vibrant neighborhood but
gettmgasorely—-needed boost
toitstaxbase. =~ -

The visios 1sgrand and

¢ that has been talked
about '_}iéfof dec ades. How
quickly — and to what
extenti;.,a.t.a_.i'-;-'-.?'f'&
turns into re'f"‘".- it

demand forﬁ downtown
Hartford apartm ent rent-

als. So far, rentals, at least
in newer bmldmgs, appear
to be recovering from a dxp £

B 4 conversmn of 55 Elm St. on

durmgthe andemic.

~ Early estimates for Bush- |
-nell South call for about

$400 million in private
investment and another
$100 million in public, state
ta:rpayer-backed loans. The
availability of public funds
for projects like Bushnell

South has become less
certain as the state cut back.;.j,";{._;z-.

on its borrowrng
the sale of bonds.

naker S ehalrman and cluef

Fotarler.sa:td 'before,,Wednes—"{;_.____;

day’smeeting.

_ Fowlersaid 'i-hn nan r:f A

e master plan
ality depends
largely on ﬁnancmg and
- the Presbytenan church, will
- serve state workers, Bushnell

patrons and future . re31dents

Fowler sald he doesn’t see

the attraction of living in a
city the size of Hartford as
having changed.

Here is a look at how a
new Hartford neighborhood
might replace the parking
lots around the Bushnell.

Starting point
Bushnell South encom-
passes about 20 acres and

is divided in half by Capitol

Avenue. Some of the ground
work for future develop-

‘ment already is in place.

The state has completed
a $205 million renovation
of the State Office Building
and the creation of a new
park on its east side. Two
new parking garages, one on
Buckingham Street for state

‘employees and other on

Capitol Avenue, just east of

of the neighborhood.
Spmnaker will soon start

Pulaski Circle into 161 apart-

- ments in a $63 million proj-
“ectthatalsoincludes a $13.5

million CRDA low-cost

loan.
In addition, two historic
buildings near the corner

_of Trinity and Elm streets
that formerly housed state
- workers are being sold by
,_"-"_'-'oughf_ ~ the state. They are consn:l—
|  ered partof Bushnell South
Clayton H. FOWI&I} Spm-—

and havebeen mentloned as
candldates for housmg. ;

The f' rst phase Would
focus on a parking lot nowf'

controlled by CRDA, just
east of the new park next

ing. CRI:{. \ would seek out a

AMTﬂTﬂ“ ~~ -f:..-.._ .l..L P _..._ _"i 2

the State Office Bmld-.-

between the new park and a
new block of 372 apartments
and townhouses.

New housing would be |

built by Spinnaker along
West Street adjacent to

55 Elm and streetscape

improvements would be
made along Clinton Street;
Both are designed to be
extensions of Bushnell Park.

The first phase would use
existing parking garages and
surface lots. -

“Part of the Whole trlck
18 using surface for as much
parking as we can get away
with

as we can,” Michael W.
Freimuth, CRDA’s execu-
tive dlrector said, before
Wednesday smeeting.

Phase .,

9 L start of Phase 2
would require the addition
ot two levels to the parking
garage on Capitol Avenue
and about135spaces.

Construction would focus
on building residential
buildings around the park-
ing garage on both Capltol
Avenue and West Street.
The ownership of this area
is divided between CRDA

_andS pinnaker. . ~ beadd
Tl‘us phase also. could
mclude row houses o:o. Elm s uiE T

as we build phases
and putting off the park-
ing garage question as long

neighborhood The hous-
ing was gradually demol-

- ished beginning in the 1940s

to make way for parkinglots
to accommodate state work-
ers cormnutmg in from the
suburbs.

CAn apartment tower is
possible, oapztalrzmg on
views of the city, but it is
still uncertain if it would be
ﬁnanorally feasible. |

Spinnaker now has an
optlon to buy this parking
lot,and it has an agreement
giving The Bushnell asayin

‘itsredevelopment.

This phase also moludes
residential development: on

- the south side of55 Elm.

A total of 222 resrdentlal
units could be created in tlus
phase.

Phase 4

Phase 4 Would add addl-—
tional ‘housing opposite
Bushnell Park at the corner
of Elm and West streets. A
parking lot across Hudson
Street near Pulaski Circle
could mimic the “L” shape
of the historic 55 Elm. Hous-
ing, office space, a hotel or
retail space are possible
at this site, now owned by

Spinnaker. |
A total of 234 units could

~beadded in thisphase.

A_nother 112 resrdentlal-}_.;..»j EioTiRaEes . e
The completed develop -

'__._'tlmts are Possfble in this
T, N '

e Phase 3

_To move ahead Wlth

L aas Mot could one day trans-
| forrw King :
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 inggarage would need tobe =Dy
--bullt on the mtenor of the;

plan now erwrsstons four




